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Beginning our 10th year.
[bookmark: _Hlk43144625]CAPITAL SHORTS:
· The proposed new OSHA regulations will be published in the Federal Register as of 2/5/2024 and public comments will be accepted until May 6th, 2024, the 90 day comment period.
· The 1st Annual CAFDA Conference Registration – See Page 4 & 5.  Looking forward to seeing you in Lake George for a great Information Event.
· The IRS Standard Mileage Rate for 2024 is 67cents per mile.
· Recruit NY is scheduled for April 13 & 14 this year, register your department with FASNY at recruitny.org.
· The FY 2023 Assistant to Firefighter Grant (AFG) program opens as of Monday January 29th 2024 and ends on Friday March 8th 2024 at 5PM.
· The Fire District Financial Training was a resounding success. There were 50 engaged participants who heard excellent presentations from the OSC Training Division and from BST.  All post course comments were positive, and many participants thanked CAFDA for holding such an event. CAFDA is very appreciative of the assistance provided for the class by the members of the Halfmoon-Waterford Fire District. 
I personally want to thank my officers and directors for the assistance they provided in support of the event, which includes Ellen Martin from Clifton Park Fire Department. 
Spin off classes on target topics will be discussed and held in the future.
· LINK FOR 2024 COMMISSIONER TRAINING:  https://cafda.net/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/2024-Commissioner-Training-Flyer-Registration-Form.pdf
· Congratulations to Johnsonville Fire District on their new HME pumper/tanker,
· https://www.fireapparatusmagazine.com/features/johnsonville-ny-fd-chooses-hme-ahrens-fox-for-new-pumper-tanker/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=fa_weekly_newsletter&utm_campaign=2024-02-20
· State burn ban starts March 16th.
WELCOME NEW MEMBERS AND RENEWALS FOR 2024
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Ausable-Chesterfield-Keesville Joint Fire District
Averill Park-Sand Lake Fire District #2
Ballston Lake Fire District #1
Berkshire Fire District
Berlin Fire District #1
Boght Community Fire District
Burnt Hills Fire District
Charlton Fire District #1
Chestertown Fire District
Clifton Park-Halfmoon Fire District #1
Coeymans Fire District
Delmar Fire District
Eagle Mills Fire District #1
East Glenville Fire District #3
East Greenbush Fire District #1
Fort Edward Joint Fire District
Fort Hunter Fire District/Alb Co
Fort Hunter Fire District/Mont Co
Glenville Hill Fire District #8
Glenham Fire District
Greenfield Fire District
Guilderland Fire District
Halfmoon Fire District #1
Halfmoon-Waterford Fire District #1
Harmony Corners Fire District
Hemstreet Park Fire District #4
Hoags Corners Fire District
Hoosick Falls Joint Fire District
Hoosick Fire District
Jefferson Fire District
Johnsonville Fire District
Kiskatom Fire District
Knox Fire District
Lewis Fire District
Mayfield Fire District #2
Melrose Fire District
Milton Fire District No. 1
Niskayuna Fire District #1
Niskayuna Fire District # 2
North Greenbush Fire District # 1
Northside Fire District
Northumberland Fire District #1
Perth Volunteer Fire Company
Plotterkill Fire District
Providence Fire District
Quaker Springs Fire District #1
Quaker Street Fire District No. 1
Raymertown Fire District
Rexford Fire District
Rotterdam Fire District #1
Rotterdam Fire District #2
Rotterdam Fire District #3
Rotterdam Fire District #6
Rotterdam Fire District #7
Sand Lake Fire District #3
Schodack Landing Fire District No. 1
Schuyler Heights Fire District
Selkirk Fire District
Slingerlands Fire District
Stanford Heights Fire District
Stillwater Fire District
Ticonderoga Joint Town/Village Joint Fire District
Town of Mohawk Fire District
Verdoy Fire District
Vischer Ferry Fire District
Warrensburg Fire District
West Crescent Fire District
West Glenville Fire District #6
West Sand Lake Fire District #1
Westmere Fire District
Wilton Fire District
Wright Fire District
plus 2 additional Associate Members.

Have you sent in your Dues for 2024 yet??
THE LATEST FROM FEDERAL OSHA!!!!  DEMANDS IMMEDIATE ACTION!
Tailboard Talk: The OSHA Fire Brigade Standard from Fire Engineering
https://www.fireengineering.com/podcasts/tailboard-talk-the-osha-fire-brigade-standard/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=fe_daily_newsletter&utm_campaign=2024-02-26

OSHA Proposes Major Changes to Regulations for the Fire Service
	Insight from Curt Varone
https://www.firelawblog.com/2024/02/15/osha-unveils-major-changes-it-proposes-for-the-fire-service/

OSHA’S EMERGENCY RESPONSE STANDARD UPDATE THREATENS VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENTS
	National Vol Fire Council
On December 21, the Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) announced that it will issue a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (NPRM) to modernize the agency’s “Fire Brigades” standard. This standard was first published and last updated in 1980.
This proposed updated standard would issue several new requirements that would be very burdensome, and in many cases impossible, for volunteer fire departments to comply with. Specifically, there would be prohibitively restrictive standards on physical exams, the purchase of new equipment, and the formation of emergency plans that exceed the staffing capabilities of many volunteer departments.
The proposed updated standard was published in the Federal Register on February 5, and public comments are being accepted until May 6. The National Volunteer Fire Council will be filing comments on this proposed rule and encourages members of the volunteer fire service community to submit their own comments and request a public hearing on this proposed standard.
Access the text of this rule and instructions on how to file comments here. Additionally, OSHA Region 1 Training Institute Education Center recently conducted a webinar providing an overview of what’s in the standard and some of the impacts it would have on volunteers.
We all know that whatever a bunch of bureaucrats in Washington put on paper will make all the difference in the world, this is the same federal government that told us everything was safe after the Twin Towers fell.

LINK TO THE PROPOSED OSHA STANDARD, NO FLUFF:  
https://cafda.net/proposed-changes-to-the-osha-standard-comment-period-opens-february-5th/
Here are the links for the resources as Dave promised:
1. Webinar: Emergency Response Rule | Oshaedne
2. OSHA’s NEW Proposed Rule 1910.156 Emergency Response rule on Vimeo
3. Microsoft PowerPoint - 1910.156 Webinar 1-31-2024 draft 2.pptx (oshaedne.com)

OSHA PROPOSED UPDATE TO THE BRIGADE STANDARD COMPLETE TEXT: https://cafda.net/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/ER-NPRM-Unofficial-WORD-VERSION.docx
LINK TO MY SYNOPSIS OF THE PROPOSED UPDATE: https://cafda.net/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/SYNOPSIS-OF-THE-PROPOSED-UPDATED-OSHA-FIRE-BRIGADE-STANDARD-1.docx
CAFDA NEWS AND OPPORTUNITIES:			WWW.CAFDA.NET
Four Convenient Locations to take the required Commissioner’s training - - see the Events Calendar at the end of this Bulletin.
Announcement and Registration Form at End of The Bulletin!
General Membership Meetings - - In person and Zoom
Thursday March 7th, General Membership Dinner Meeting in Clifton Park, 6pm Dinner, 7pm Meeting
Printable Calendar with much more – See End of Bulletin
Thank you to the  Clifton Park – Halfmoon Fire District for allowing us to use their facility for the CAFDA meetings.

The 2024 CAFDA Officer’s Reception
Will be held on Saturday, March 9th 5-9pm at the Century House 997 New Louden Road, Latham.  $75 per person and $120 per couple, reservations now being taken.
[this can legally be expensed to the fire district]
The Officers’ Reception is a great opportunity to network, discuss common issues with other local fire district officials and representatives from across New York State. You will enjoy a fabulous buffet dinner, complimentary beverages and entertainment throughout the evening. Fire District Officials, Chiefs’ and Business Sponsors are invited to attend.
CONTROL + CLICK HERE FOR A LINK TO THE INVITATION/REGISTRATION FORM: 
https://cafda.net/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/Officers-reception-Invitation-2024.docx
OR RIGHT CLICK AND CHOOSE OPEN HYPERLINK

All correspondence & Capital Area Fire Districts Association Mailing Address should be directed to:  
CAFDA PO Box 242 East Schodack, NY 12063  or  EMAIL: SECRETARY@CAFDA.NET
Financial issues should be addressed to: TREASURER@CAFDA.NET

STATE ASSOCIATION NEWS:				WWW.AFDNYS.ORG
AFDSNY EDWARD “NED” CARTER SCHOLARSHIPS FOR 2024
https://www.afdsny.org/application.php 
Good standing is established for purposes of this process by the district or department’s AFDSNY 2024 dues having been paid by March 1, 2024. Timely payment of 2024 dues will make a student in your jurisdiction eligible to be considered for a scholarship award.
All applicants must use the AFDNY application forms.  All applications must be received by March 6, 2024. 
Applications submitted via USPS must be postmarked no later than March 1, 2024.
If you have any questions, feel free to contact Director Tim Deveny who serves as the Chairperson of our Scholarship Committee. Mr. Deveny can be reached by email at tdeveny@afdsny.org or by telephone at 800520-9594.

AFDSNY Mini Summit in White Plains
REGISTER AT THIS LINK:
https://mms.afdsny.org/members/evr/reg_event.php?orgcode=FDNY&evid=37358663
CAFDA LOCAL TRAINING FOR ALL FIRE DISTRICT OFFICIALS
[bookmark: _Hlk43144666][bookmark: _Hlk84273104]THE 1st ANNUAL CAFDA REGIONAL CONFERENCE for Fire District Officials – LAKE GEORGE SPRING 2024

CAPITAL AREA FIRE DISTRICT CONFERENCE April 25, 26 & 27th 2024
CAFDA Spring Conference, a three-day conference to be held in Lake George and will be chocked full of information for Fire District Commissioners, Secretary’s, Treasurers and Chiefs.  
An affordable conference, held locally in the Capital Area.
ALL FIRE DISTRICT OFFICIALS AND CHIEFS FROM ANY LOCATION IN THE STATE ARE WELCOME TO ATTEND
Announcement and Registration Forms at End of The Bulletin!
REGISTRATION AVAILABLE ON-LINE INCLUDING CREDIT CARD PAYMENT
OPEN CAFDA.NET - LOOK FOR THE EVENTS TAB - GO TO THE CALENDAR - CLICK ON THE EVENT ON CALENDAR - IT WILL OPEN THE REGISTRATION INFORMATION - PAY ON LINE 
[image: ]
IF NOTHING ELSE READ THE ARTICLES PRECEDED BY **

THE LATEST FROM THE STATE CAPITAL
THE SCORECARD IS BEING UPDATED EACH WEEK WHILE THE LEGISLATOR’S ARE IN SESSION
· All attention in Albany has been focused on the budget and associated hearings.  Budget is due April 1st.
· The budget hearings on the Governor’s budget will end next week.  
· The legislature will be on February break the week of the 19th, back in session on the 26th. 

[bookmark: _Hlk154503179]THE LATEST FROM Washington
Reminder to Ask Congress to Fully Fund the AFG and SAFER Grants 
SEND MESSAGE AT THIS LINK:
Your Action Needed to Help Save AFG and SAFER! 
If Congress does not act, AFG and SAFER grants will cease to exist on September 30. The next big opportunity Congress has to pass legislation to save AFG and SAFER will be any funding bill they assemble before the current government funding deadline of March 8.
Rep. Mike Bost (R-IL) and Rep. Pascrell (D-NJ) are leading a letter between now and February 23 addressed to the leadership in the House of Representatives asking that the reauthorizations of AFG, SAFER and the U.S. Fire Administration be included in the upcoming funding bill. It is crucial that as many Members of Congress as possible sign this letter. Your Member of Congress needs to hear from you to get them to sign this letter! 
Please save AFG and SAFER by using the "Contact Congress Now" button below to ask your Member of Congress to sign Rep. Bost and Pascrell's letter by February 23.
GO TO THIS LINK, FILL OUT THE LETTER AND HIT SEND - - EASY!
https://www.votervoice.net/NVFC/Campaigns/111584/Respond
JUST FILL IN YOUR NAME AND ADDRESS AND HIT SEND MESSAGE AT THE BOTTOM, EASY!!
LIVING WITH NEW GREEN TECHNOLOGY
E-bike Battery Blamed in NYC Fire That Killed One, Required FDNY Rope Rescues
Rebecca White, Thomas Tracy - New York Daily News
An e-bike battery sparked a deadly blaze in Harlem that killed one man, injured 17 and required daring rope rescues of several building residents, Fire Department officials and sources said Saturday.
The blaze Friday was the latest in a long list of deadly e-bike battery conflagrations that have plagued the city in the post-pandemic era. Eighteen people died in e-bike battery fires in 2023 — and those deaths are one factor behind a push by Mayor Adams for a new city agency to regulate the food and package delivery business.
Residents of the six-story, 31-unit apartment building at 2 St. Nicholas Place that erupted in flames reported that e-bikes were a normal sight in the building, which they said was home to a number of deliveristas. Six of their bikes were still chained outside the building on Saturday.
The fire burst out Friday in a third-floor apartment — but a Fire Department source said that was just one place where e-bikes were found. “There were e-bikes in the building in other apartments,” the source said.
Firefighters dousing the blaze found three tenants unconscious on the upper floors. The man dead in the blaze was identified by friends as Fazil Khan, 27, a Columbia Journalism School graduate, who died at a hospital after he was rescued from the building.
Khan came to New York from Delhi, India to study at Columbia, said a longtime friend who laid flowers on the building steps Saturday and gave her name as Tomo.
“He was an amazing person. He was a good friend,” the stunned 27-year-old woman said. “He was young, full of life.”
Khan worked for the Hechinger Report, a website focused on education issues. In a statement, the Hechinger Report said he was “a great colleague and wonderful person, and our hearts go out to his family.”
Five tenants remained in critical condition on Saturday, officials said.
When the fire broke out about 2:15 p.m. Friday, the tenant in the apartment believed to be the fire’s origin left the door open as they escaped. That let the fire blow wildly into the building’s third-floor hallway and block the stairwell for tenants on the upper floors, Fire Department sources said.
Frightened for their lives, residents scrambled to windows and fire escapes. Before firefighters arrived, a building resident clung desperately to a ledge as another man reached down in a futile effort to save him.
The clinging man lost his grip and fell to the ground below in a scene caught on video. He survived the fall, and remained hospitalized Saturday with extensive injuries, officials said.
“Smoke. Smoke was everywhere. You couldn’t go anywhere,” said a building tenant who gave his name as Dusan, 35.
“You couldn’t go through the stairs — so if somebody wanted to go through the stairs, he’s gonna probably not make it out,” said Dusan.
He said his neighbors were “screaming” and “panicking.”
“It was not necessary,” said Dusan. “This time you’ve got to be calm. Really calm. I know it’s hard, but you can’t panic.”
FDNY officials said they arrived at the building 3 1/2 minutes after receiving the 911 call, but the fire was already raging and heavy smoke had filled the building.
Firefighters found residents — including Khan — trapped on the building’s third, fourth, fifth and sixth floors. As they fought the blaze, firefighters performed three daring rescues aided by ropes hung from the building’s roof.
Starting from the roof, a firefighter is tied to a rope and lowered down to residents at the windows below. The firefighter on the rope then grabs hold of the tenant and lowers them down to safety. A fire chief said Friday that the procedure is used once or twice a year, but was used three times in Friday blaze.
By Saturday, a vacate order had been placed on the property as the extent of the building’s damage was assessed. Tenants burned out of their homes returned in hope of retrieving items left behind, and told stories of how they escaped with their lives.
Fifth-floor resident Akil Jones was cooking when he heard the smoke alarms going off. He immediately alerted his 85-year-old father Emmett, who was taking a nap, but by then it was too late.
“I went down the hallway to wake him up,” Jones, 34, said. “When I turned back around, the whole hallway was black. We just grabbed whatever we could and we went out the fire escape then outside.”
When they reached the fire escape, which was off Emmett’s bedroom, they were met by dozens of neighbors escaping the same way.
“I seen one lady kick their window out,” Akil said.  “Everybody was just struggling to come down.”
Akil and his dad returned to the building Saturday to retrieve his father’s blood pressure medication.
“I just have what I have on me: my phones, my keys, and this guy,” Akil said, pointing to his elderly father, who was grateful his son was home when the fire broke out.
“Luckily he was there because it might be a different story,” Emmett said of his son.
Even before the Fire Department pronounced the likely cause of the blaze, residents who knew of the dangers posed by poorly-built lithium-ion e-bike batteries had their suspicions.
“A battery exploded,” said Dusan, who lived on the fourth floor. “It was probably some cheap one. I don’t think it’s safe. I cannot blame (the deliveristas) because they do their jobs, but it’s not safe because those batteries don’t belong inside apartments.
“If it’s the batteries, they need to be gone from every apartment in New York City,” he said.
Friday’s fatal blaze took place just across the street from another fire tragedy — the infamous 2018 “Motherless Brooklyn” fire that killed FDNY Firefighter Michael Davidson.
Davidson, 37, was trapped inside the cluttered basement of the Harlem movie set at 773 St. Nicholas Ave. when he was overcome by toxic smoke and ran out of air.
The building where the fire occurred has been torn down.

Charging Scooter Eyed in Washington, D.C Building Fire
A scooter is being eyed as a possible cause of a fire in the nation's capital Tuesday that left one person critically injured. D.C. firefighters found heavy fire blowing from the structure. They went inside and rescued a person who was visiting a resident. Firefighters rescued other people from the upper floors via portable ladders. Two dogs and a cat also were saved. Working smoke alarms played a key role in alerting residents and minimizing injuries.

E-Bike Found Burning In Blaze At Harlem Bodega; Cause Of Fire Under Investigation 
VIDEO: Firefighters battled a four-alarm fire inside a Harlem bodega Friday morning. Video from Citizen app shows huge clouds of smoke rising from Adam Clayton Powell Junior Boulevard just before 5 a.m. NewsCopter 7 was over the scene as crews worked to tackle hot spots. Debris could be seen strewn across the sidewalk. Officials say the blaze broke out on the first floor of the deli. It then spread to the second and third floors, authorities said. Officials say an e-bike and batteries were found at the deli, but they are not believed to have caused the fire. One resident was treated for minor injuries at the scene. Authorities say people who lived in the units above the bodega may be temporarily homeless due to damage from the fire.

Li-Ion Battery Fire Destroys Shuttle Buses In San Diego Airport Parking Garage
	Karen Kucher
Three hybrid airport-shuttle vehicles were damaged after a lithium-ion battery ignited in a parking structure early Thursday, San Diego Fire-Rescue officials said.
The fire broke out shortly before 7 a.m. at the Aladdin parking structure on Kettner Boulevard at West Laurel Street in the Harborview neighborhood. Fire officials said the fire activated the sprinkler system in the structure.
Firefighters said it took about a half-hour — which officials described as an “extended time” — to put out the fires because of the batteries. A hazardous materials crew was requested.

THE ATTORNEY’S OFFICE
The Permissive Referendum Process To Sell Or Dispose Of Property Or Equipment
	AFDSNY 
A Board of Fire Commissioners is permitted to sell or dispose of property of the fire district which is no longer necessary for the uses and purposes of the fire district. This authority is found in Town Law §176 subparagraph 23.
Thus, if the Board intends to sell or dispose of property valued at twenty thousand ($20,000.00) dollars or less, it can gain authorization to do so by simply adopting a resolution to sell or dispose of it with no referendum.  If the Board intends to sell or dispose of property valued at more than twenty thousand ($20,000.00) dollars, but less than one hundred thousand ($100,000.00) dollars, it must conduct a permissive referendum process to gain authority to sell or dispose of it unless it is using the trade-in exception provided for by the statute.     If the Board intends to sell or dispose of property valued at one hundred thousand ($100,000.00) dollars or more, it must conduct a mandatory referendum at an annual or special election of the fire district to gain authority to sell or dispose of it unless it is using the trade-in exception provided for by the statute. Let’s revisit the permissive referendum process: A permissive referendum does not require a public vote of the registered voters of the fire district unless a proper petition is filed requesting the vote. The Board would adopt a resolution at a Board meeting where the commissioners will craft a resolution describing the sale and the equipment to be sold, citing the legal reference and that a piece of equipment has been declared surplus and how much it is worth.  A legal notice also has to be published describing the sale of the surplus equipment.
The resolution adopted by the Board of Fire Commissioners is effective and the Board is authorized to sell or dispose of the property thirty (30) calendar days after the date of the meeting as long as a petition is not filed with the fire district secretary that has been signed and acknowledged by resident taxpayers of the fire district, owning taxable real property aggregating at least one-quarter of the assessed valuation of all the taxable real property of the fire district as such valuations appear upon the latest completed assessment roll for the fire district.  This means that thirty (30) calendar days after the date of the meeting the Board is authorized to complete the sale or disposal of the property since rarely if ever would a petition be filed in proper form to require voter approval of a proposition on the matter. Of course, if a proper petition is filed an election and voter approval would be required.  It is important to note that the statute focuses on authority to sell rather than the selling process. There is no requirement to use a competitive bidding process to sell the item(s) the Board is now authorized to sell. The Board should select a process it believes will yield a fair sales price for item(s) that it sells.

Conn. FD PIO Sues After Arrest For Posting MVA Photos On Social Media
	Greg Smith 
A volunteer at the Chesterfield Fire Company has filed a federal lawsuit against the town and the police officers who he claims abused their power by arresting him under false pretenses.
Steven Frischling, 48, of Niantic, a fire police captain and public information officer at the volunteer fire department, claims his 2021 arrest for taking photos at the scene of a motor vehicle accident and posting those photos on the fire department’s Facebook site was the act of a personal vendetta.
The lawsuit names the town of Montville and police Lt. David Radford II, who applied for the arrest warrant and State Police Sgt. Albert Gosselin III, who approved the arrest warrant application.
Frischling’s March 9, 2021, arrest stemmed from a Feb. 7, 2021, post on the Chesterfield Fire Company PIO’s Facebook page that contained photos of a car accident and a summary of what had taken place. Frischling had blurred the image so as not to reveal any victims.
Montville police charged Frischling under what is known as Joshua’s Law, a law passed in 2011 that bars “unauthorized taking or transmission by first responders of images of crime or accident victims.” The law was inspired by a 2009 incident where a New London police officer shared photos of a heroin overdose victim.
The law makes an exemption for first responders who are taking and sharing photos “in the performance of his or her duties,” which is what Frischling had always claimed he was doing.
A longtime photographer, Frischling said his official duties at the department involve taking photos, promoting the fire department and informing the public. Frischling alleges that Radford’s arrest warrant application contains “false statements, mischaracterizations, distortions and calculated omissions...”
As an example, the suit claims Radford falsely characterized Frischling “as one who merely identifies himself as the Chesterfield Fire Company PIO,” when Frischling says he follows written directives at the department and wears firefighter gear with the letters PIO.
“Radford knew Frischling was acting in the performance of his duties, yet chose to improperly orchestrate Frischling’s arrest and prosecution out of disdain for and dislike of Frischling,” the suit alleges.
The criminal charges against Frischling in New London Superior Court were eventually dropped but Frischling said it was only after two years of court appearances and payments to an attorney.
The suit seeks an unspecified amount of money to cover attorney fees and damages.
“For two years of my life, no matter what I tried to do professionally, I kept failing background checks because of the pending charges,” Frischling said.
“This was an overreach. This (lawsuit) is important to me so that this never happens again,” Frischling said.
Chesterfield Fire Company Chief Keith Truex said he had informed Montville police officers of Frischling’s position with the department prior to his arrest to confirm he was acting within the scope of his duties “and they arrested him anyhow.”
Truex said the public information officer performs community relations activities, delivers fire safety messages and “lets the public know what we’re doing out there in an attempt to bring more individuals into the fire service.”
Truex said he thought Frischling’s arrest was unwarranted and that the lawsuit makes a legitimate claim in that Frischling appeared to be singled out.
Frischling said he’s not exactly sure why there was such animus against him but notes in his suit that Radford had previously made a complaint against him.
In 2020, Frischling claims Radford complained to the town’s public safety commission about a post on the Chesterfield Fire Company PIO Facebook page promoting an annual holiday food drive and Montville police Fill-A-Cruiser initiative. The post contained a logo of a police patrol vehicle and a canine wearing a police hat.
No action was taken.
Frischling said he was also investigated, based on a complaint from former Montville Fire Marshal Bill Bundy , for illegal access to the state’s web-based emergency management information system used to document routine and emergency incidents. Frischling said he as certified and authorized to use the system and a criminal investigation was “quickly dropped.”
Radford and Montville Mayor Leonard “Lenny” Bunnell were not available to comment on the case.
Attorney Dennis M. Carnelli , who represents Frischling, said the lawsuit is in federal court because it is his position that Frischling’s constitutional rights were violated by the arrest. Carnelli said Frischling should never have been arrested and the suit seeks vindication for that arrest.

For information only and not for the purpose of providing legal advice.  The opinions expressed are the opinions of the individual author at the time the facts were presented and based on the law then applicable.  The information contained in these opinions is not guaranteed to be up to date.  The information provided is not legal advice.  Since legal advice must be tailored to the specific circumstances of each case, and laws are constantly changing, nothing on this site should be used as a substitute for the advice of competent legal counsel.  The authors assume no responsibility to any person who relies on information contained herein and disclaim all liability in respect to such information.  You should not act upon information in this publication without seeking professional counsel from an attorney admitted to practice in your jurisdiction.  
Fire district finances!
OSC Audit Canajoharie Volunteer Fire Department – Financial Activities
BACKGROUND 
The Department provides fire and rescue protection to the Villages of Canajoharie and Palatine Bridge, the Towns of Canajoharie, Palatine and Root, and approximately 24 miles of the New York State Thruway in Montgomery County. 
The Department is composed of volunteer members and governed by its adopted bylaws. The members elect the following officers: President, Vice President, Treasurer, Assistant Treasurer, Secretary, Assistant Secretary, Corresponding Secretary, Fire Chief and two Assistant Fire Chiefs. 
The Treasurer is responsible for receiving, disbursing and maintaining custody of Department funds, maintaining accounting records and preparing monthly and annual financial reports. 
The Department’s sources of revenue included fundraisers, donations, foreign fire insurance funds (a tax on the premiums of insurance policies written by certain out-of-state insurers) and rental income. The Department’s funds are maintained in four checking accounts and an investment account.
AUDIT OBJECTIVE 
Determine whether Canajoharie Volunteer Fire Department (Department) officials ensured that financial activities were properly recorded and supported. 
KEY FINDINGS 
Department officials did not ensure that financial activities were properly recorded and supported. As a result, the ability to make financial decisions was hindered and officials lacked the information necessary to provide an annual report. 
· The Treasurer did not accurately record 86 transactions (23 percent) totaling $33,280, provide timely monthly reports to officials for eight of the 13 months in our audit period or prepare bank reconciliations to confirm the Department’s recorded cash balances agree with the bank’s records. 
· Adequate cash collection controls were not established and 48 deposits totaling $16,655 were not made in a timely manner. 
· Two hundred forty-eight disbursements totaling $81,595 were not audited and approved before payment and 111 disbursements totaling $19,650 were made by debit card, circumventing the ability to be audited and approved before payment. 
KEY RECOMMENDATIONS 
· Provide clear guidance for maintaining accounting records, receiving collections and reviewing and approving disbursements. 
· Maintain timely and accurate records and reports, prepare bank reconciliations, issue duplicate receipts and deposit collections in a timely manner. 
· Make payments only after a proper audit and approval of bills and discontinue the use of debit cards. 
FULL REPORT HERE: https://www.osc.ny.gov/local-government/audits/fire-company-or-department/2024/02/23/canajoharie-volunteer-fire-department-financial-activities

**Volunteer Fire Infrastructure & Response Equipment Grant Program
It needs to be understood that this is a reimbursement grant program and the funds need to be expended before they are released by the State.
Complete eligibility and program information can be found in the Request for Applications (RFA) and other supporting documentation can be found at the following link: https://www.dhses.ny.gov/state-funded-programs
The application deadline is April 30, 2024, by 5:00 pm. 
THE WEB SITE INCLUDES LINKS TO:
· Request for Applications (RFA)
· Application Worksheet
· Frequently Asked Questions
· E-Grants Tutorial
LINK TO THE SYNOPSIS OF THE GRANT PROGRAM: https://cafda.net/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/Synopsis-of-the-2023-Grant-Program-1.docx

Local Government and School Accountability Contact Information:
Phone: (518) 474-4037; Email: localgov@osc.ny.gov
Address: Office of the State Comptroller, Division of Local Government and School Accountability
110 State Street, 12th Floor; Albany, NY 12236

[image: academy-icon]THE ACADEMY for New York State's LOCAL/FIRE DISTRICT  OFFICIALS
April 3, 2024 | 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM       Virtual
Understanding the Budget Process 
This session will explain the budget process, the procedures that should be used in preparing the budget and the resources and tools available to assist with budget development. It will also address the requirements and options for amending the budget, and the reports necessary for successfully monitoring the budget during the year.
REGISTER HERE: https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/1173403644171228247

Fiscal Oversight Responsibilities of the Governing Board
The governing board’s oversight role can touch virtually every aspect of a local government’s operations. This session will discuss some key functions including budget responsibilities, interim reporting, the audit of claims, and the annual audit requirements. We will also provide resources available to assist in these oversight activities.
DATE: 2024-01-24 LENGTH: 46:53  TAKE THIS ANYTIME AT THIS LINK: On Demand Slide Show Presentation [pdf]
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POSITIVE IDEAS THAT MIGHT WORK FOR OTHERS:
The Future of Firefighting: Inside Rensselaer County’s Advanced Training Ground
Firefighter safety was the number one goal when Rensselaer County, New York, designed their new fire training facility. Unlike the usual old container filled with wooden pallets, the firefighter training technology now used in Rensselaer County, like digital fire simulators, Class B and Class A simulators that are all computer and remote-controlled, gives instructors total control over the training environment. Trainees can work their way up to training in live fire, first practicing in the digital simulator.
The County’s Bureau of Public Safety also plans to use the digital simulator in recruitment efforts, an issue that most volunteer departments are facing right now.
Rensselaer County’s advanced firefighting systems also make for efficient firefighter drills, as systems can be reset quickly for multiple evolutions during one training session. More firefighters have the opportunity to practice drills, making them more confident in their operations.
While the Class B simulator does use propane, and the Class A simulator uses wood combustibles, the CO2 emissions are reduced by two-thirds of a standard wood burn. Temperature is controlled so PPE doesn’t get damaged. This all works towards the goal of fire service cancer prevention.
Safety, recruitment, cancer prevention — these are all goals that every volunteer fire department strives for. But funding is usually the issue preventing them from moving forward. Training technology deserves a second look. While the upfront costs compared to a standard used container are higher, once you look out over 10 years, you’ll be surprised at the difference.

CHALLENGES:
MD Man Dies, Woman Critical After Apparent Carbon Monoxide Poisoning from Kerosene Heater
A 59-year-old man died and a 65-year-old woman was taken to a hospital in critical condition after they suffered apparent carbon monoxide poisoning Saturday in Cecil County.
Cecilton Volunteer Fire Department and Cecil County Department of Emergency Services paramedics responded to Florida Avenue in Crystal Beach around 12:25 p.m., the Maryland Office of the State Fire Marshal said Sunday. Family members who checked on the couple called 911 after finding the man unresponsive in the living room and his girlfriend shivering and disorientated in the bedroom, the fire marshal said. The woman was taken to a hospital in critical condition. The home had no electricity, a strong odor of kerosene inside, and soot-covered walls, the fire marshal said. A kerosene heater was the only source of heat, the heater’s chimney was not seated properly, and the fuel inside had run dry, the fire marshal said, and, investigators believe carbon monoxide caused by the incomplete combustion of the kerosene heater contributed to the death and hospitalization.

‘The System Is In Failure’: Local Legislators Want EMS To Be An Essential Service
	Oran Spitzer
Some members of the Monroe County Legislature are supporting a proposal to make Emergency Medical Services (EMS) essential. That comes with stipulations, they say, which would help incentivize and retain EMS workers.
County Legislator for District Nine, Paul Dondorfer, says making EMS an essential service would ensure that County residents receive timely care. Ambulances cover calls from across the county which, he argues, is significantly increasing wait times. This means that critical and sometimes life-saving care can be delayed.
“If you send a Penfield ambulance into Brockport the response time is 40 plus minutes,” said Dondorfer, “and that’s going lights and sirens so that care is being delayed.”
EMS workers would also get better benefits— supporters argue this will encourage more people to become EMTs and paramedics and help keep existing employees.
“Taking that ambulance out of the district that it’s supposed to be covering because the other districts are tied up or don’t have the manpower to staff their ambulances anymore,” said Dondorfer.
On Saturday, the city released the Fitch report— a years-long look at how to improve EMS in Rochester. The study, commissioned in 2021, offered alternative EMS models such as the fire department taking on a bigger role. The recommendations, however, won’t be cheap.
“looking at how we can use our existing resources within the fire department to scale those things up,” said Mayor Malik Evans. “Now, that’s going to take some time, it’s going to take some resources, but at least it gives us a roadmap of how we need to move forward.”
Both Dondorfer and District Six Legislator Sean McCabe say there are not enough EMS volunteers, which is why they propose increasing the volunteer tax credit. They propose increasing the volunteer tax credit from $200 to $800 for individuals, and from $400 to $1,600 dollars for married joint filers.
“Both in EMS and fire the volunteer numbers with the training requirements and the time commitments,” said McCabe, “it’s not as practical as when I was younger to be a volunteer.”
These lawmakers say this is not the ultimate solution but a good starting point.
TRAINING FOR YOUR MEMBERS AND OFFICERS: PLEASE PASS IT ON!!
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Leadership Track Now Available in the NVFC Virtual Classroom
The Leadership Track includes the following courses:
· Finding the Leader Within 
· Volunteer Fire Service Culture: Essential Strategies for Success - The Role of Leadership
· Leadership for the Fire and Emergency Services 
· Fire Chief’s 10 Commandments 
· Fire Department Budgeting 
· Fire Service Ethics 
· Social Fitness: Skills to Improve Community Relations for the Volunteer Firefighter 
· The Leader's Guide to Overcoming R&R Challenges 
· Bridging the Divide: A Diversity & Inclusion Training 
· Creating a Psychologically Healthy Fire Department 
The Leadership Track is available free to all fire and emergency services personnel through February 29. After this initial period, the track will be available to non-NVFC members for $21. Virtual Classroom training is always free to NVFC members; join for $21 at here to access all the benefits of membership. 
REGISTER AT THIS LINK FOR THE LEADERSHIP TRACK:
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001NimDr-7Q_5DhgDaAeAn_FQPpJGpPGRSe10J_a37yhL-i59T7dIl_r7DmJiFNPQNTJHzAPdmbJK5aFUwtE8ZxjccpYUVJ4wIInzuCsu6C5DHK5f7MNY7pQWpLgMTXAhrxKfhLUuYmraz2O5zSgLHLUYu-wPTv8xeTdVlYrB6SUp_8wGX5Ki2sQMQMcUEpQtX-H2MCDb39KvA=&c=PE295kZ1n5Pgo6sn7CNf40Mghm-oyx7CRB__eltKjQsGxTE0X179Xw==&ch=dHc77Ub1cXBRiB5y1YbF3g8xcytE-mQY2pz2_my_1TCMEsytaqLIQQ==

[image: ]Presents: Managing Combination Departments Webinar
May 29, 2024 02:00 PM
JOIN THE WEBINAR AT THIS LINK: https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_QIW4aPGCRRihPmUtRR2Lfg#/registration
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Free HazMat Training 
[image: ]

Just a short hop to Thruway Exit 31 and follow your GPS to 9500 Maynard Drive, Marcy, NY
Pre-register so they can get a food count.  Saturday May 4th and Sunday May 5th.
NOTE: this is both a hands on and classroom training!

[image: https://mcusercontent.com/03596f243a9d922954ebaf15e/images/52169e41-43c6-4141-93c7-914808000dca.png]
Leadership Series: Great You’re Elected, Now What?
ESIP WEBINAR SERIES
You are taking on a new role as a leader in your organization. In this webinar, we will discuss some of the new responsibilities and uphill battles a new leader must face.
Wednesday, March 6th at 7PM
REGISTER HERE: https://mcneilandcompany.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=03596f243a9d922954ebaf15e&id=9b51d8932d&e=781e9a2c81

ALSO:
[image: ]

[image: https://files.constantcontact.com/8d88d708701/efbf407b-88f0-47a0-9bf1-e7f8c72c5f21.png?rdr=true]
With Lieutenant Mike Scotto, Fire Department City of New York
Searching tactics are primarily thought of as an offensive action – moving in, checking behind doors, in closets, and numerous other areas. As we search, our concerns are focused on the search. Defensive tactics involve our escape plans, which are needed as we complete our search, but more importantly under extreme or emergency conditions. To make these tactics work, we must always have our strategy front and center. Both sides of the coin are in play all the time. In this three-hour program, students will examine strategy and tactics to gain a more concise understanding of the training necessary for search.
REGISTRATION FEES:
$35 – NYSAFC members • $50 – non-members (per person)
Pre-registration is encouraged. New – online group registration is available for fire departments!
REGISTER HERE: https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001QZWPfjYZRP6tAYnVrgg36Z_YE6vp89dymWfQQD1d7q4ZRwVDbNdE8ByVmF5_856f_UrB-yGihYJigwEPzCbQfCVEoeEALHRXrk_M-dbDWBYRtKiko1vLice_oi1AFseMKfN01xTmCmiyzyMWYur-39p1T1V2_yCHo2C2F1_fJn94LviwwZ3Aag==&c=AmhECQ6uFruSlwrKRKspNlivj3NWEIzhZOrf3KrFnUIs83Dp1Q1JdQ==&ch=AqMwftSnQqSSjoeIdoQJ-cfc_GyhBFLqV23YaEp7HU-kR9WoEr9kSg==
7:00pm STARTING TIME
Albany (Monday, February 26) 
Schenectady (Tuesday, March 12) 
Clinton (Tuesday, April 9) 
Herkimer (Wednesday, April 10) 
Fulton (Tuesday, September 10)
Otsego (Wednesday, September 25)
Rensselaer (Tuesday, October 29) 

[image: ]NYSAFC Hands on Series
FIRE BEHAVIOR ON THE INSIDE
• Schenectady County – October 19-20, East Glenville Fire District #3 REGISTRATION: https://www.nysfirechiefs.com/firebehavior
FLASHOVER
• Saratoga County – September 14-15, Jonesville Fire District, REGISTRATION: https://www.nysfirechiefs.com/flashover

[image: ] University Provides a Wealth of Training Opportunities UPDATED FOR 2023
VFIS TRAINING AND RESOURCE CATALOG 2023
https://afdca.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/2023-ETC-Resource-Catalog-VFIS.pdf
VFIS UNIVERSITY – USERS GUIDE
https://afdca.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/VFIS-University-User-Guide-3.pdf
VFIS TRAINING OFFICER USERS GUIDE
https://afdca.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/VFISU-Training-Officer-User-Guide.pdf
VFIS RESPONDER HELP FLYER
https://afdca.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/2023-VFIS-Responder-Help-Flyer.pdf

[bookmark: _Hlk99621456][bookmark: _Hlk104488266][bookmark: _Hlk109159573][bookmark: _Hlk131671413]FF HEALTH AND SAFETY – TAKING CARE OF OUR MEMBERS!
[bookmark: _Hlk50751480][bookmark: _Hlk52004117]IN 2024 WE HAVE EXPERIENCED 12FIRE FIGHTER LODD’S
According to FirefighterCloseCalls.com*
In 2023 we experienced 82 LODDs reported nationally.!

· [bookmark: _Hlk76754136][bookmark: _Hlk104488325]A Kingston, Massachusetts firefighter suffered a medical emergency just 15 minutes into a structure fire, efforts shifted to administer lifesaving measures to resuscitate the downed firefighter. A Newton, MA paramedic and Kingston EMT performed CPR on the firefighter. He eventually regained a pulse and was transported to Exeter Hospital.
· A 61 year old Eagle County (CO) Paramedic died responding to backcountry rescue operation in Vail.
· 79 year old Youngsville, NC, firefighters mourn the loss of Safety Officer Louis Dunston after suffering a heart attack after a training detail. 
· A Gila Bend paramedic was hospitalized after a fire truck fell on him and injured him. Paramedic Cody Jordan, 34, of the Gila Bend Fire Department was working on the truck around 5 p.m. Friday when it fell on him, other firefighters at the station quickly extricated him and provided first aid. Joran underwent surgery to treat multiple chest fractures and is expected to undergo more surgeries in the future.
· Brad Sherwood, a Cedar Falls Iowa Fire Rescue captain, died at his home in Grundy County on Friday. He was 56. Sherwood first joined the department as a volunteer firefighter in 1997 and was hired four years later. He was promoted to captain in 2009.
[bookmark: _Hlk160276164]PURCHASING FIRE APPARATUS – THE CHALLENGE
**The Aerial “Truck”: Rear-Mounts vs. Midmounts
	Louis Sclafani
There are a number of types of aerials available to firefighters today. One of the biggest things to consider when ordering a new truck is how the aerial device should be mounted—rear-mount or midmount?
Then, on the fireground, there are a few operational differences between the two that firefighters should be aware of. Here, we will compare rear-mounts with midmounts.
REAR-MOUNTS
The most popular mounting option is the rear-mount. By far, there are more rear-mount aerials out there than midmounts. One of the biggest reasons for this is economic because rear-mounts are less expensive than midmounts. The difference between the two can be $100,000 or more. That alone can be a major factor when making a purchasing decision.
Rear-mounts tend to have fewer ladder sections than midmounts. We typically see three sections for most rear-mounted ladders and platforms. The good news about having fewer sections means the truck has a lower gross vehicle weight (GVW). If you can save weight here, you can have less wear and tear on brakes and tires, providing an economic savings. On the other hand, if your GVW is still lower than what the truck is rated for (GVWR), then you have room (weight) to spare if you want to add extra equipment onto the truck.
Rear-mount aerials tend to have a higher travel height. This is becasue the device itself lays across the top cab of the truck. If you have height restrictions in your area, be it your fire station, an overpass, or even a building overhang, then a higher truck could be a problem.
Not only do rear-mounts have a higher travel height, but they tend to be longer as well. This is again because of the ladder extending over and out in front of the cab. There are many smaller firehouses across the country where the bay door may be too low, or the apparatus storage area may be too short for a rear-mount to fit.
If purchasing a truck, all of the above are things you may want to consider beforehand. If you have that rear-mount already, let’s discuss some of the operational issues.
Since rear-mounts are longer in overall length, they may be less maneuverable on a crowded fire scene, preventing them from taking the best spot. Consider a strip store fire. You have taken a position in front of the building. You have positioned yourself to go to the roof if needed. Then the incident commander (IC) declares that this a defensive firefight. Rather than raising your aerial up high and setting up an elevated master stream, the IC asks you to do a low-level attack with your master stream right in the front windows of the store. With the longer boom of a rear-mount, it may be difficult to rotate the device to the desired angle if you are too close to the building. So, with rear-mounts, you typically need to set up a little farther from the building.
Maybe one of the biggest concerns I hear from firefighters who operate rear-mounts is the overhang in front. Most say that when they first get behind the wheel, it is strange and uncomfortable to see the ladder or, worse yet, the platform hanging over the front of the truck, blocking part of their view. Drivers are constantly looking at the top of their windshields to make sure they don’t hit anything. Interestingly, in my area we have plenty of trees that extend over the road. Upon inspecting a rear-mount platform, I have found leaves, twigs, and branches inside the platform numerous times. It’s not uncommon to see the front of the platform, or the master stream device, with marks indicating they struck small limbs while driving down the road. Luckily, I am not aware of any in my area that sustained major damage to the platform. However, there are a number of photos on the Internet showing when they weren’t so lucky after hitting low-hanging objects.
When given a strategic objective such as rescuing a victim from a window, the driver will want to line up the truck in the best spot possible. Typically, this means lining up your turntable with your objective—in this case, the window. Given the space and the time, I always teach my students to take the best spot available to them, not just one that is close enough or in the area. Take the BEST spot available. From the driver’s seat, it is harder to line up the turntable with your objective when the turntable is all the way in the back of the truck. Perhaps some of us have better depth perception than others.
Finally, when it comes to below-grade operations, rear-mounts have a major advantage. Today, most all aerials can operate at an angle of negative degrees. Of course, some trucks can go lower than others. At least one manufacturer states its device can go to –200. The issue is that rear-mounts can typically maintain their low-level operation on both sides of the truck as well as the rear, where midmounts can only do it off the side of the truck.
MIDMOUNTS
Midmounts can cost $100,000 or more than rear-mounts. But, they are also shorter in height and travel length. If you have height restrictions you have to work with, this alone may make the extra expense worth it.
The reason they are shorter is that the ladder or platform doesn’t have to fit over the cab and extend out front. Since it doesn’t extend out front, not only is the truck shorter in length but there is no obstruction of view for the driver. If it is a platform, it may extend out back and actually “swing” around when making a turn. This is not as big of a problem as it used to be, as manufacturers have engineered improvements in this regard.
How does a 100-foot device that doesn’t extend over the cab actually end up being a shorter vehicle in length? Engineering. Midmounts are engineered with more sections, typically five instead of three. These five sections are shorter and sit inside each other in a telescoping configuration. So, for simple mathematical purposes, consider a 100-foot device. Instead of three sections being roughly 331⁄3 feet long with a rear-mount, a midmount may have five 20-foot sections for that same 100-foot length.
So, what is the impact of more sections? There are a few. To begin with, more sections mean more weight, or a higher GVW. If the ladder weighs more, then there is less available weight for equipment. If it’s really heavy, it may mean having to purchase a heavier duty and more expensive braking system as well as more tires for the tandem axle. Remember, midmounts cost more than rear-mounts up front. Why? Their construction requires extra materials for those extra sections as well as the engineering changes to the vehicle itself.
Operationally, the shorter length provides some advantages. To begin with, a shorter truck is more maneuverable on the fireground and allows us to position closer to a building. Go back to our strip store fire scenario. Since you need less room because of a shorter ladder length, you can more easily maneuver into position. Then, it will be easier to rotate the device around 90° to the front of the building for the firefight, or at least there is less chance of being blocked by another vehicle or the building itself. Also, with the turntable being much closer to the driver, it is easier to line it up with your objective when positioning.
Finally, let’s consider negative angles (below grade operation) and vertical reach. For angles, we have to remember that with a midmount, you can only operate in a negative degree angle if working off the side of the truck. There is no way to go negative off the rear or front of the truck.
If you want to extend your device vertically up over the front of the truck, you will need to raise your boom so you don’t crush the cab. This could put some lower elevation evolutions out of reach. Some midmounts are equipped with a “Crush Zone” sensor to prevent the ladder from hitting the cab. You should know if yours does or does not.
As for vertical reach, we need to consider some of the same factors we would for a negative-grade evolution. To obtain the maximum vertical reach to a building, a rear-mount can place the turntable directly next to a building and work off the rear or the side of the truck, obtaining the same maximum vertical reach. A midmount needs to have the side of the truck next to the building to make its maximum vertical reach. If backed in or nosed in, a midmount cannot make that same high point. Conversely, if a rear-mount noses into a building, it will lose much more reach than if it backed in.
Firefighters have debated a long time about rear-mounts and midmounts. There is no such thing as the perfect truck, but there are trucks that are more suited to your community or department’s method of operation than others. This article discussed many but not all of the potential differences between rear-mount and midmount trucks. Consider your operating methods and, if purchasing new, have this conversation with your salesperson. I should point out that not all manufacturers offer both mounting options.
It’s important to train with your truck so you know what it can and can’t do. In the meantime, I encourage everyone to Know Your Truck! Know Your Truck! Know Your Truck!
BUILDING & FIRE CODE ISSUES – WHY ARE THEY IMPORTANT TO YOU? 

SNAPSHOT WEEKLY FIRE FATALITY DATA AS REPORTED BY THE MEDIA
CO Could Allow More Single-Stair Apartment Buildings; Fire Chiefs Worry About Safety
	Seth Klamann
As Sean Jursnick traveled through Europe, he marveled at its buildings. The Denver-based architect was particularly struck by a type of development that’s largely illegal in the United States: taller apartment buildings with just a single staircase.
Such buildings often feature apartments or condos situated around a central flight of stairs, with front doors opening directly onto landings. The layout allows flexibility and new development options in tight urban spaces, but it runs counter to decades-old fire-safety rules here that require housing developments rising higher than three stories to have at least two stairways.
The result has been that larger apartment buildings typically follow a standard, hotel-like model that calls for construction on big lots and, on the inside, long central corridors with units on either side. Often, each unit gets sunlight through its windows from just one direction.
“It’s a wild discrepancy between what we can do in the U.S. and what the rest of the world does,” said Jursnick, who works primarily in multi-family housing.
Under a bill introduced in the Colorado House this month, Jursnick and a growing group of single-stair evangelists see reason for hope. The measure would allow single-stair developments to reach up to five stories in the state’s cities and counties, potentially making Colorado the first U.S. state to do so.
The measure, backed by Denver Democratic Rep. Alex Valdez, is part of a broader effort by state legislators to embrace denser development and to pursue nontraditional policy avenues to solve the state’s housing crisis. The shortage of apartments has been estimated to run into the tens of thousands statewide.
Valdez called single-stair development the “anti-slot home” — referring to the boxy, sideways-facing townhomes that proliferated in Denver in the 2010s — because it allows more apartments or condos to be built on similarly sized lots. But for now, that layout is available only up to three stories for new construction.
Jursnick, after seeing so many taller structures of that type in Europe, traveled to Seattle, one of the few U.S. cities that’s legalized mid-sized single-stair buildings. He looked at that city’s unique housing types, the use of smaller lots and the fire safety rules modified to allow them.
He came away determined.
“I wanted to bring that back to Denver and create something that good in Denver,” he said.
CAN BILL OVERCOME CONCERNS ABOUT FIRE DANGER?
But before Jursnick’s dream of taller single-stair buildings in Denver can be realized, supporters have to address a frequent gut-reaction to the idea — a concern that’s shared by wary fire chiefs: What happens if the building catches fire and there’s only one way out?
“When the bill was first discussed, my comment at that time to the sponsor was, ‘We’re starting from a position of no,’ ” said Garry Briese, the executive director of the Colorado State Fire Chiefs. “And the reason is because we’ve had too many fatalities in this country, over decades and decades of time, because of bad exiting.”
So far, Valdez’s bill, HB24-1239, is opposed by fire chiefs and marshals. They fear Colorado’s various fire codes aren’t ready for such a change and say legislators should instead focus first on getting those regulations right.
Briese’s organization, along with South Metro Fire Rescue, has formally filed to oppose the bill. The Fire Marshals Association of Colorado wrote in a statement that the bill was too broad and also would apply to other types of buildings, including hotels, motels and dormitories.
The marshals, along with the fire chiefs, said they supported forming a study group that could draw up language allowing single-stair development in some settings. Lawmakers in California, Oregon and Washington State, where Seattle’s loosening of the rules hasn’t been adopted statewide, recently passed laws requiring officials to study their codes and make recommendations for single-stair buildings.
Colorado, though, does not have a statewide building or fire code that could be neatly studied or changed.
Supporters of the new bill argue that codes can be updated to account for single-stair development and that those buildings, with modern fire-prevention systems, are just as safe as their larger, two-staired American cousins.
They point to federal data from several years ago that show the U.S. had more fire-related deaths than several European countries, including Germany.
Jursnick and other supporters of single-stair development, including the Colorado chapter of the American Institute of Architects, tick off the benefits: Buildings can be designed to fit tighter lots, meaning more infill development potential in older parts of the city and more density.
Structures also can accommodate larger apartments for families, with better ventilation and more sunlight coming through windows facing different directions as the unit wraps around a central building stairway. The long corridors common in traditional apartment buildings, which take up space and require lighting and air conditioning, wouldn’t be the only layout option.
A handful of cities — also including Honolulu and New York City — allow single-stair buildings up to certain heights.
SUPPORTER SEES BIG POTENTIAL IN DENVER
According to research that Jursnick has pulled together, Denver alone has more than 14,000 lots that he argues are underutilized and could benefit from single-stair development.
Peter LiFari, an Adams County affordable housing developer, is another single-stair enthusiast. He praises the approach’s potential to improve livability for, and interaction among, renters and condo owners.
Regarding safety concerns, he said buildings could be required to maintain short distances from units to the stairs and that stairwells could be pressurized to keep smoke out. With sprinklers and other fire-prevention systems, LiFari and Jursnick said, buildings are also safer now than they were when the double-stair requirement was implemented. (WHAT?)
But Briese, of the fire chiefs group, said the bill as drafted wouldn’t require changes to local regulations to mandate those types of prevention.
“We understand what they’re doing. We understand why they’re doing it,” he said. “We just want them to do it safely and follow the existing codes — or get in, modify the codes and come up with what’s required to do this.”
Valdez, the bill’s House sponsor, said he was working with fire chiefs to make changes. The bill’s first committee hearing is set for mid-March.
Despite their confidence that single-stair buildings could be built and lived in safely — as they are in Seattle and Europe — Valdez and other supporters said they took the fire officials’ concerns seriously. Valdez is preparing changes to the bill that would require single-stair buildings to include sprinkler systems and be built in areas that have fire departments with trucks that can reach six stories.
But Valdez said he didn’t want to turn the bill into a study, as had happened in other states.
“We need to be innovative,” he said, pointing to the need to address housing affordability. ” … Anything that we can do is what we need to do. We need abundance in housing.
· UNATTENDED COOKING LEADS TO UNINTENDED FIRES

Home builders and realtors already “drive” legislation with a history of disregard for life safety and a disgusting misinformation campaign about the cost of residential fire sprinklers, deaths are an awfully expensive price to pay to save money.  Stop the carnage, install residential sprinklers.
Residential sprinklers are a component of the plumbing system, with approximately 1 head per room.  The purpose of residential sprinklers is to allow time for the occupants to escape.  Residential sprinklers are designed for quick response and only one at the most two heads may be triggered.  With residential sprinklers present, the civilian death rate is 89% LOWER.  Residential sprinklers will assist responding firefighters to do their jobs and save firefighters lives also, especially since everyone is short staffed!!
CHIEFS NEED TO SPEAK UP: Our fire problem would not be as bad if there were residential sprinklers!!

	HOME FIRE FATALITIES REPORTED BY THE MEDIA FROM THE US FIRE ADMINISTRATION

	Fire Deaths in 1&2 Family Dwellings in NYS
	13

	Last fire death 2/27 Buffalo, Erie Co, male 40

	Fire Deaths in any type of Dwelling in NYS
	33

	Fire Deaths in 1&2 Family Dwellings Nationally
	307

	Top 3 States with the greatest 1&2 Family Deaths
	#1 PA

	
	#2 NC

	
	#3 IN & CA

	There has been a total of 0491 civilian home fire fatalities in 2024
There were a total of 2127 residential fire fatalities reported in 2023 in the US media.

	Both the states of Maryland and California require sprinklers in residential dwellings


[bookmark: _Hlk65151075][bookmark: _Hlk59887251]BUILDING & DESIGNING YOUR NEXT FIRE STATION
Station Design: Fire Station Hardening
	Jeff Humphreys & Brett Hanson
Today’s fire stations must be designed to protect people and property from known and potential threats. Although operational needs, flow and livability are the main drivers for new and remodeled fire stations, security from human threats should be considered. These might include vandalism, theft or more significant acts of violence. Designing fire stations for security and safety, or hardening, requires anticipating unknowns and implementing strategies to counter them. Utilizing Crime Prevention through Environmental Design (CPTED) is an effective means to develop design strategies for a facility.
CPTED is a global design approach by which architecture and site design are developed to deter unlawful behavior. It is based on the notion that effective design and use of the built environment can reduce crime while supporting all intended building functions and improving the quality of life for building users. The four principles of CPTED are territorial reinforcement, natural surveillance, access control and space management. Security layering can be used in conjunction with CPTED strategies. Security layering defines the defensive elements of a facility in three primary elements: the site and its perimeter, the building and the building interior.
SITE DESIGN, BUILDING PLACEMENT
It almost always is preferable to place the building back from the property line or public right-of-way. Through thoughtful and intentional building placement, landscaping and architectural elements, the structure can be protected from vehicles. Additionally, physical attributes can be used to define barriers between secure and public spaces. This helps to set behavioral cues for areas that are OK for the public to access and for areas that are for authorized personnel only.
Installing effective lighting throughout the site, at both public areas and secure locations, is important for safety and deterring illegal behavior. Lighting should be designed so as not to produce glare or dark shadows.
Landscaping can be designed to help reinforce distinct public/private zones of space on the site. It also can offer an aesthetic solution to limiting the public from approaching the building façade as well as offering additional privacy for ground-level windows. However, it’s important that plant selection be carefully considered to ensure that landscaping doesn’t obstruct natural surveillance nor provide a place to hide.
SECURE PORTIONS
Whether it is a career, volunteer or combination facility, opportunities for vandalism and theft can be minimized by separating staff and agency vehicle parking from public parking and publicly accessible areas. Dedicated parking areas for staff are a start; fenced or walled parking areas are even better. A different strategy might include gates and fencing that provide physical separation but allow for visual observation to and from the street. This level of separation also provides safe zones for operational maneuvering and servicing of essential and costly equipment and apparatus as well as protection from intrusion should the apparatus bays be open. Facility infrastructure, such as emergency generators, fuel storage, transformers and communications equipment, often are outside of the building enclosure. It is best to locate these critical items out of public view in a secure portion of the site, which might be within the secured parking area, below grade or in their own protective enclosure. This strategy serves to reduce the chance of the infrastructure being tampered with or vandalized.
THE BUILDING
Although fire stations aren’t regularly subjected to attack, it has occurred. An example is the 2010 active shooter at the McKinney, TX, Public Safety Building, which is a combined fire/police headquarters.
Combined police/fire facilities might want to consider hardening the entire facility rather than just the police portions of the building. Considerations should include vehicle barriers, blast-rated window film, bullet-resistant glazing and bullet-resistant wall assemblies (via ballistic paneling or integrated exterior building material, such as masonry). The use of building materials that reduce the opportunity for intruder access might entail opaque wall materials and glazing systems, fully welded steel door frames and doors, and carefully planned commercial door hardware and access control solutions that not only are more durable but offer resistance to forced-entry attempts.
ACCESS CONTROL
Providing clear entry points not only offers wayfinding to the public but also serves to create territoriality of space between public and private zones. Such physical and symbolic barriers can be used to attract, channel or restrict the movement of people and steer them toward the appropriate entry or away from secure areas of the site.
Overhead doors frequently are left open to aid in ventilation, cooling or access within the apparatus bay. Doors also are open for a set duration when apparatus respond and exit the facility. This reduces security for the staff, exposes equipment to theft and opens up the building to intrusion.
Consider securing all doors off of the apparatus bay by electronic means (electric lock, electric strike or magnetic lock). Additionally, consider high-speed coiling doors or four-fold doors that afront public ways, to limit the duration that doors remain open. Such strategies enable staff to gain access to the apparatus bay from secure portions of the building without any restriction and limit potential unauthorized personnel to the bay itself. Cameras and electronic locks can serve as an added deterrent and, if the situation arises, provide evidence. Access control can offer flexibility in access management between less-secure to high-secure spaces.
SPACE PLANNING AND ADJACENCIES
The interior of the facility should be thought of in terms of three zones: public access, authorized access and restricted access. To achieve this, it’s advantageous to create distinct control points with doors, solid walls and lockable transaction counters. In relationship to public connectivity, it is a common desire to project a friendly and welcoming atmosphere at the entrance, lobby and reception desk. Security and safety for staff can be maintained by creating a lobby zone. This enables the public to enter the lobby area, pick up literature, view antique apparatus or historical photographs and gear, access a community room or restrooms and even speak with someone who is at a reception desk—without entering secure staff areas. Planning for such spaces at the ground level is a simple strategy.
Of equal importance is the thoughtful placement of private spaces, such as bunk rooms, great rooms and fitness rooms. Determination of placement, particularly on multistory facilities, is a careful balance of privacy, safety and response time. This becomes all the more important in urban environments, where such spaces come with a heightened level of human threat, particularly at ground level.
Spaces that require heightened levels of security or access control, such as EMS and SCBA storage, should be considered for ease of access for staff but located internal to the building to restrict unauthorized access. Outfitting these spaces with access control, surveillance and hardened full-height security walls is an additional measure to consider.
SECURITY CONCEPTS
Just because your facility or agency hasn’t experienced a human-motivated risk doesn’t mean it won’t happen. It might be wise to consider strategies for your facilities proactively and include them in your next renovation of existing facilities and in the design of any new facilities.
FIRE STATION HARDENING
 1) Protection from vehicles
 2) Site lighting
 3) Public plaza area
 4) Secure yard and parking
 5) Landscaping used to reinforce public/private zones
 6) Access gates
 7) Fencing for visual screening
 8) Use of building materials to reduce intruded access (opaque wall materials/glazing, fully welded steel doors/frames, commercial hardware)
 9) Clear entry points
 10) High-speed coiling or four-fold doors
 11) Placement of private and secure space
HAPPENING IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD
Schuylerville Fire Department
2nd Annual Schuyler Hose Co. Spaghetti Dinner – Fundraiser.  a total of 250 tickets will be sold so please get yours as early as possible, at $15 each. Live music (By Billy Anderson & Paul Chojnacki, and possibly others) for those who want to eat in (volume will be lower this year), take outs available. Raffle and 50/50 tickets can be purchased at the event.
Those who wish to donate a basket or basket item can reach out to any host of the event or any fire department member. monetary donations are also always welcome.

Speigletown Fire Department Monthly Breakfast​
From October through May we serve an all-you-can-eat country breakfast on the 2nd Sunday of the month.  Breakfast runs from 7:30 - 11:30 AM.  Breakfast is $10 per adult, $5 per child, and children under 5 eat free; all proceeds benefit the fire department and support our drill activities.

UNION FIRE CO. #2 ANNUAL FISH FRY - GOOD FRIDAY March 29th
FRIDAY MARCH 29, 2024 11:00AM TO 6:00PM (OR WHILE SUPPLIES LAST)
Union Fire Company #2 at 319 Milton Ave. (Route 50) Ballston Spa 
Eat in, take-out, or free local delivery
Phone: 518-885-7121, fax: 518-885-3725 
Reserve your order today placing large orders in advance is encouraged
(suggested donation) $15.00 per dinner includes: fish fry, fries, cole slaw, & water

Paint and Sip Fundraiser
Saturday March 9th, 2024, 3 to 5PM
Malta Ridge Fire House – 5 Hearn Road, Malta NY
$40 per person, BYO Adult Beverages
RSVP Beth Minervini, at 518-925-1326
Proceeds go to MRVFC

Gansevoort Fire Company Breakfast
Sunday March 17th at 8am
Grand buffet plus cooked to order Omelets & eggs.

Eagle-Matt Lee Fire Company, Pancake Breakfast
Palm Sunday, March 24th, 8am til Noon
35 Washington Street, Ballston Spa
Adults $8, Seniors $6, Children <12 $5, <5 free
Pancakes, Toast, Homefries, French Toast, Eggs, Sausage and Beverages
LAUGH OUT LOUD

Life is short, make sure you spend as much time as possible on the internet arguing with strangers about politics!!

CAFDA OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS
2024 OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS
President:	Tom Rinaldi, Commissioner Stillwater/Saratoga
1st VP:		John Meehan, Commissioner West Crescent/Saratoga
2nd VP:		Art Hunsinger, Commissioner Clifton Park Halfmoon/Saratoga
Board of Directors:	Les Bonesteel Commissioner Burnt Hills/Saratoga, Fred Richards Commissioner Harmony Corners/Saratoga, Joyce Petkus Treasurer Greenfield/Saratoga, Ed Woehrle Commissioner Niskayuna #1/Schenectady and Mike Podolec Commissioner West Glenville/Schenectady
Secretary Lisa Diemer, Deputy Treasurer, Northumberland Fire District
Treasurer: Tony Hill
Sargent at Arms: Tom Wood, Commissioner, Northumberland Fire District
Chaplain: Fred Richards, Commissioner, Harmony Corners Fire District
Legal Council: Greg Serio, Safety Officer, Verdoy Fire District
The Capital Area Association represents any fire district that wishes to join CAFDA. Fire District Officials include Commissioners, Treasurers, and Deputy Treasurers.  Secretaries and Chiefs are also invited to participate!
Please advise your secretaries that all correspondence should be mailed to:
CAFDA PO Box 242 East Schodack, NY 12063
EMAIL TREASURER: TREASURER@CAFDA.NET
518-407-5020
EMAIL SECRETARY: SECRETARY@CAFDA.NET
Long Way to Travel Zoom into the General Membership Meetings!
It’s our desire that every member fire district have the opportunity to attend Capital Area meetings.  We know we cover a large area, in 8 counties and beyond, and wish to give all of our members a chance to participate in the general membership meetings. You have a voice, and we would like to hear it.  Join us at our next meeting either in person or via Zoom.  The link will be sent via constant contact prior to each general membership meeting.  Thank you for being a member and we hope you will join us.
FIRE DISTRICT RESOURCES - -THE BACK PAGE - - FOR YOU TO FOLLOW UP!
What are the duties and responsibilities of a Commissioner?
The Answer is posted on our web site at www.CAFDA.net

Vital Statistics on the State Association Regions – the break out is on our web site.


[bookmark: _Hlk140744288]CAPITAL AREA BUSINESS PARTNER’S
PLEASE SUPPORT THOSE WHO SUPPORT US!!
Business Partner Applications Available At:  WWW.CAFDA.NET
We invite our business partners to submit educational information to be included in this Bulletin for district commissioners and chief officers
If you have information on new products you wish to showcase or is educational and informative for fire districts, please submit it and we will use it in this Bulletin under the appropriate heading.
ARCHITECT/
ENENGINEERS
INSURANCE
LEGAL SERVICES
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The D’Amato Law Group LLP
Gregory Serio, Partner
111 Washington Ave Suite 600
Albany, NY 12210
518.426.3800
Email: gserio@dlgny.com
damatolawgroup.com
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Architecture/Engineering/Code Services
Melissa Smith
Senior Marketing Manager
518-439-8235
4 British American Blvd
Latham, NY 12110
www.labellapc.com
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Specializing in insurance for Fire Districts and Departments
Dave Meager
31 Church Street  Saratoga Springs, NY
518-584-5300x3243 dmeager@amsureins.com
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Wendel, Centerpointe Corporate Park, 375 Essjay Road, Suite 200, Williamsville, NY 14221 716.688.0766
Amy Numrich, MBA
Digital Marketing & Events Specialist
anumrich@wendelcompanies.com 
Young, Kelsey & Brown & Stroppoli, PC
General Practice Matters - Fire Service Attorneys
1881 Western Ave. Suite 140
Albany, N.Y. 12203
Mary Megyeri – Office Manager
mmegyeri@yfkblaw.com
518.456.6767
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John Caputo
Marketing Manager
One Blue Hill Plaza – 16th Floor
PO Box 1609
Pearl River, NY 10965
845.8855 X7011
Cell 631.601.5305
jcaputo@fdmny.com
VFBL/Workers’ Comp Coverage








HANNIGAN LAW FIRM PLLC
388 Kenwood Avenue
Delmar, New York 12054
P: (518) 869-9911
F: (518) 869-9915
www.hannigan.pro
Fire/EMS –Municipal Law

Haughey Insurance Agency
850 State Route 50
Burnt Hills, NY 12027
518-399-1583
www.haugheyagency.com
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Architects & Engineers
433 River Street, Suite 8002
Troy, NY 12180
518-765-5105
Dennis Ross, Practice Leader
www.H2M.com
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110 Main Street
Poughkeepsie, NY 12601
845-331-2255 X2768
“Insurance for First Responders”
https://marshallsterling.com/linda-flanagan



Ducharme, Clark & Sovern, LLP
Jack Clark, Fire District Attorney
646 Plank Rd. Clifton Park, NY 12065
518-373-1482
Ducharmeclark.com
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Bob Dignum
98B Troy Road
East Greenbush, NY  12061
518-479-2004
www.dignuminc.com
bob.dignum@nfp.com








COMPUTER EQUIP &MGMT

INSURANCE continued

FIRE EQ TESTING
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Fleury Risk Management
28 Corporate Drive, Suite 104
Clifton Park, NY 12065
518.478.6314
https://www.fleuryrisk.com/nysgroup497
VFBL Insurances Services

[image: LOGO-JPG-Format-268x300]Safety First Equipment Testing
99 Glass Lake Road
Averill Park, NY 12018
518-674-8363
www.safetyfirstfirehose.com
HOSE APPLIANCE & LADDER TESTING
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Carla West, Territory Sales Mgr
800-822-3747 ext 138
cwest@mcneiland company.com



SCBA COMPRESSOR
SERVICE

LOSAP MANAGEMENT
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Breathing Air Comp Maintenance
Air Quality Tests and Repairs
Chris Jeffreys
315-729-6071 Cell
315-699-4533 Office
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Pat Daglio
pdaglio@vfis.com
717.819.3072






DRYER VENT CLEANING
[image: ]UBS Financial Advisors
Ralph Lemme, CFP
8 Southwoods Blvd Suite 207
Albany, NY 12211
518.445.1667



FIRE APPARATUS
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JORDAN CATINO
8 NAPA COURT, SCHENECTADY, NY 12309
518-344-0664
SARATOGADRYERVENT.COM
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518-432-5087
838-433-7304 cell
www.thelosapgroup.com,







WARNING LIGHIT PACKAGES/REPAIRS
BODY SHOP
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Nicole Meeker
Manager of Business Development & Accts
518-394-7894
Cell 607-423-4811
www.penflexinc.com
nmeeker@penflexinc.com
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Vehicle Repair, Warning Packages, Body Shop
78 Freemans Bridge Road, Glenville
518-377-5555
Veteran Owned Business








FIRE STATION PEST CONTROL
FIRE COMPANY FUND RAISING
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Lloyd Fox, Account Executive
34 Garner Road, Averill Park, NY 12018
Lfox8@nycap.rr.com
518-810-7819
www.funddrive.com
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518-300-4732
431 New Karner Rd Suite 170
Albany, NY 12205
https://foxpest-albany.com










FIRE DISTRICT CPA/AUDITS/FINANCIAL SERVICES
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Zoriana M. Stawnychy
973.283.0024
zoriana@stawnychyfinancial.com
135 Kinnelon Road Suite 101
Kinnelon, NJ 07405
Serving fire districts in New York State
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518-459-6700
10 British-American Blvd, Latham, NY 12110
www.bstco.com
Brendan Kennedy ext 356
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Robert V. Gramuglia, CPA
1 Pine West Plaza Suite 107, Albany NY 12205
518.452.8055 or 518.859.5851cell
Email: rgramuglia@BGCPA.net
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Accounting, Consulting & IT Security
1581 Franklin Ave. Mineola, NY 11501
Kyle Brengel, Managing Partner
516-472-7345
kbrengel@gblny.com
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11 British American Blvd, Latham, NY 12110
518-785-0134
Queensbury Office 518-792-6595
http://www.mmbaccounting.com
Alan W. Clink, CPA aclink@mmb-co.com
Heather R. Lewis, CPA hlewis@mmb-co.com









BANKING
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Ballston Spa National Bank
PO Box 70
Ballston Spa, NY 12020
Deborah JR O’Connor
518.363.8119
Deborah.oconnor@bsnb.com
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JOHN M. LESNIEWSKI
Assistant Vice President and
Senior Business Banking Officer
Fulton/Montgomery Markets
12 Fremont Street, Gloversville, NY 12078
P: 518.775-5205 | M: 518.848-0612
NMLS ID 915694
www.nbtbank.com
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David Farstad, Municipal Banking Officer
652 Albany-Shaker Road, Albany NY 12211
P/F: 518-730-3120
M: 518-506-0075
farstadd@pioneerbanking.com
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Don McCormack
425 Main Street Catskill, NY 12414
www.tbogc.com
518.943.2600 X2109
donaldm@tbogc.com
Specializing in Fire Service Financing







Spring Conference 2024 Vendor/Sponsor Application Form is also available on the Web At:
https://cafda.net/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/Vendor-Application-Form-FINAL-1-24-2024-3.docx

The Capital Bulletin is reaching well over 400+ fire district members and now other members of the fire service on a regular basis.  Since the Capital Area Association covers an area the size of Connecticut it is difficult to meet in person to exchange information and ideas.  
This is a service of the Capital Area Association through the effort of Tom Rinaldi who can be reached at tom@rinaldi1.com for comments or content contributions are always welcome.

YOU CAN BECOME AN INDIVIDUAL MEMBER OF THE CAPITAL AREA ASSOCIATION!
The Capital Area Association has voted to amend its By-laws to allow both individual and regional or county Fire District Associations to join.  The updated By-laws are posted to the CAFDA.NET website.
Individual membership fee will be $50 annually, fire district association fees will be $300 annually. 
Download THE APPLICATION available on the home page at CAFDA.NET
MEMBERSHIP IN THE CAPITAL AREA FIRE DISTRICTS ASSOCIATION (CAFDA)
Would you like to join Capital Area Fire Districts Association along with 76 members in 10 counties?  Individuals, fire district associations, fire protection districts and Village departments are all eligible for membership.
Annual dues (January 1st to December 31st) shall be as follows and shall be based on the annual budget of the Fire District/Organization;
$0 to $200,000: 	$50 
$200,001 to $400,000: 	$100 
$400,001 to $600,000: 	$200 
$600,001 plus: 		$300 
Individuals $50.00 or Other County or Regional Associations $300 annually.
Business Partners:  $100.00 annual member fee

If You, Your Fire District or Department is not a Member of CAFDA You Can be?
Individuals can be members of CAFDA.  The annual membership fee is $50, which will provide you access to this Bulletin, attendance at meetings and social gatherings. Provides networking with other fire district officials and a source of the constant barrage of information related to today’s fire service. 



Membership and Renewal Form Below  [image: ]





Capital Area Association of Fire Districts[image: ]

Membership Application/Renewal Form

Fire District □   Fire Protection District □   Village Fire Department □    EX-Officio □    Associate/Individual □
Associate Regional Fire District Association □

Name: ___________________________________________________________________________

County: _________________________ Fire District: ______________________________________

Mailing Address: _________________________ City: ____________________ Zip: _____________

Primary Contact Phone Number: __________________ Email: ___________________
IF FIRE DISTRICT OR ASSOCAIATION TWO POINTS OF CONTACT WILL SHARE INFORMATION

Name: ______________________________ Email: ___________________________________

Name: ______________________________ Email: ___________________________________

Fire Company if Different: _______________________________________________________
FIRE DISTRICT OFFICERS WHO WOULD LIKE TO BE ADDED TO OUR EMAIL DISTRIBUTION LIST

Name: ______________________________ Email: ___________________________________

Name: ______________________________ Email: ___________________________________

Name: ______________________________ Email: ___________________________________

Name: ______________________________ Email: ___________________________________

Name: ____________________________Email: ________________________________

The yearly membership dues January 1st to December 31st shall be as follows and shall be based on the annual budget of the Fire District/Organization;
Annual budgets up to and including $200,000                                                                            $50.00
Annual budgets more than $200,001 up to including $400.000                                              $100.00
Annual budgets more than $400,001 up to including $600.000                                              $200.00
Annual budgets more than $600,000                                                                                            $300.00
Associate/Individual membership fee (for individuals whose dist. is not a member )           $50.00
Regional or County Fire District Association                                                                                 $300.00
Business Partners membership fee                                                                                                $100.00

Please submit payments to: Capital Area Fire Districts Association
CAFDA Treasurer
PO Box 242
East Schodack, NY  12063

Signature: _______________________________________________________________________________________
IF VOUCHER IS REQUIRED, PLEASE MAIL IT AND I WILL SIGN IT AND MAIL IT BACK

CAFDA UPCOMING TRAINING AND MEETING CALENDAR 
The following calendar, while tentative, provides our members and participants some insight into the planned activities to be provided locally to our membership and other fire district participants for ’23, ’24 and ’25.  We hope you will join us on this journey to provide reasonably priced, quality training in a local setting for your convenience.
For General Membership meetings food is served 1 hour prior to the start time of the meeting, at 6pm, meetings begin promptly at 7PM
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CAFDA COMMISSIONER TRAINING OFFERINGS


2024 REQUIRED COMMISSIONER TRAINING - ANNOUNCEMENT
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	2024
COMMISSIONER TRAINING

	
	    

	Saturday, March 23rd  (Snow date: Sunday, March 24th)
Berkshire Fire District, 320 Steele Avenue Extension, Gloversville
Saturday, April 6th  (Snow date: Sunday, April 7th)
Warrensburg Fire District, 18 Elm Street, Warrensburg


	CAFDA
PO BOX 242
EAST SCHODACK, NY 12063

YOUR LOCAL SOURCE
FOR LOCAL TRAINING
 
CONTACT[image: ]

www.CAFDA.net
Secretary@cafda.net
Treasurer@cafda.net

	
	DETAILS

	
	

	OSC APPROVED TRAINING 
INSTRUCTOR: GREG SERIO
CLASSES START AT 8:00 AM
Continental Breakfast and Lunch Included
Open to ALL Fire District Officials!
Registration: 
$85 per person for Member Districts 
$95 per person for Non-Members


    Seating is Limited!!!                                         Please Register Soon to Reserve your Seat &  To Assist us with Meal Planning!



REQUIRED COMMISSIONER TRAINING FOR 2024 - REGISTRATION FORM
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CAPITAL AREA FIRE DISTRICTS ASSOCIATION
COMMISSIONER TRAINING



	
REGISTRATION FORM
COMMISSIONER TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES FOR FIRE DISTRICT OFFICIALS
Saturday, March 23rd (Snow date: Sunday, March 24th)
Berkshire Fire District, 320 Steele Avenue Extension, Gloversville
Saturday, April 6th (Snow date: Sunday, April 7th)
	Warrensburg Fire District, 18 Elm Street, Warrensburg

Registration: $85 per person for Member Districts, $95 per person for Non-Members
(Continental Breakfast and Lunch Included) 

DON’T WAIT - Please Register Soon to Reserve your Seat & To Assist us with Meal Planning!

Fire District/Organization: ____________________________________________
Membership Status (select one): ___ Member of CAFDA     or    ___ Non-Member of CAFDA
Attendees (include full name & at least one email so we can confirm registration & prepare certificates):
Attendees:		Email Address 		
			
			
.			
.			
.			
.			
.			
.Total Number Attending:			
Payment Options:
1) Check enclosed payable to Capital Area Fire Districts Association for:  $	      	  
2) Pay at the Door (check box): 

Mail To: CAFDA PO Box 242 East Schodack, NY 12063

or Email to: secretary@cafda.net


APRIL 25TH, 26TH AND 27TH – 2024	SPRING CONFERENCE ANNOUNCEMENT
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APRIL 25TH, 26TH AND 27TH – 2024		SPRING CONFERENCE REGISTRATION
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Information Technology Solutions  

CONFERENCE DETAILS   1 st   Annual CAFDA Conference   Thursday, April 25  through  –   Saturday, April 27, 2024     Fort William Henry Hotel & Conference Center   48 Canada Street ,  Lake George,  NY     OVERNIGHT ACCOMODATION RESERVATION INFORMATION   Room reservations are the  responsibility of the  V endor *   Telephone Reservations only at 800 - 234 - 0267 or (Local) 518 - 668 - 3081   Group Code: CAFDA Conference   Rates: $139 Deluxe, $159 Premium/Basic Grand   * If tax   exempt, documentation   (i.e. ST - 129)   must be presented at time of check -   in     VEND O R SHOW DETAILS   Friday,  April 26 th   3:00  –   5 : 0 0 PM    ( Vendors may begin setup after 12:00 pm)   Saturday, April 27 th    8:30  –   10:00 am     Please Check  One:       VENDOR Only :   $300 : O ne  8’ table   w/white tablecloth   & two chairs ( power   if requested) and Saturday  morning continental breakfast       EVENT Sponsor :  Contributions  over $ 4 00 and  up to $1,499 :   One 8’ table   w/white tablecloth   & two chairs  ( power   if   requested) ,   Saturday morning continental breakfast  PLUS   advertising as a Conference Event Sponsor   PLUS   One   ticket to Friday Night Reception       EVENT Sponsor :  Contributions  at/ over   $1, 500 :   One 8’ table & two chairs   w/white tablecloth   ( power   if  requested) ,   Saturday morning continental breakfast  PLUS   advertising as a Conference Event Sponsor   PLUS   T WO   tickets to Friday  N ight   R eception       Additional Five Alarm Reception tickets can be purchased for $ 50.00 /ticket  # Requested _____      Name of   Business/ Organization:_______________________________ _ ____________________   Contact Name: __________________________________________ _ ____________________   Phone: _______________________________Email: _________________________________    Do you require  POWER :    YES              NO             CLEAN UP : Vendors are responsible for their booth area during and after the event.      Signature:___________________________________________________ Date:____________  

CAFDA Vendor /Sponsor   Application Form           Welcome  V endors /Sponsors   & thank you for your interest!            P lease complete & return this form with your  payment   to:                 CAFDA                P.O. Box  242                  Ea st  S chodack,  NY   12063 .        S hould you have any questions, please contact  A rt  H unsinger        at   518 - 376 - 3751 or arttv19@gmail.com .  
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[image: ]CAFDA Vendor/Sponsor Application Form



    Welcome Vendors/Sponsors & thank you for your interest!  

    Please complete & return this form with your payment to:

         CAFDA

          P.O. Box 242 

          East Schodack, NY 12063.



  Should you have any questions, please contact Art Hunsinger 

  at 518-376-3751 or arttv19@gmail.com.

Information Technology Solutions



[image: ] CONFERENCE DETAILS

1st Annual CAFDA Conference

Thursday, April 25  through – Saturday, April 27, 2024



Fort William Henry Hotel & Conference Center

48 Canada Street, Lake George, NY



OVERNIGHT ACCOMODATION RESERVATION INFORMATION

Room reservations are the responsibility of the Vendor*

Telephone Reservations only at 800-234-0267 or (Local) 518-668-3081

Group Code: CAFDA Conference

Rates: $139 Deluxe, $159 Premium/Basic Grand

*If tax exempt, documentation (i.e. ST-129) must be presented at time of check- in



VENDOR SHOW DETAILS

Friday, April 26th 3:00 – 5:00 PM  (Vendors may begin setup after 12:00 pm)

Saturday, April 27th  8:30 – 10:00 am



Please Check One:



· VENDOR Only:  $300: One 8’ table w/white tablecloth & two chairs (power if requested) and Saturday morning continental breakfast



· EVENT Sponsor:  Contributions over $400 and up to $1,499: One 8’ table w/white tablecloth & two chairs (power if requested), Saturday morning continental breakfast PLUS advertising as a Conference Event Sponsor PLUS One ticket to Friday Night Reception



· [bookmark: _Hlk156237470]EVENT Sponsor:  Contributions at/over $1,500: One 8’ table & two chairs w/white tablecloth (power if requested), Saturday morning continental breakfast PLUS advertising as a Conference Event Sponsor PLUS TWO tickets to Friday Night Reception



· Additional Five Alarm Reception tickets can be purchased for $50.00/ticket  # Requested _____ 



Name of Business/Organization:____________________________________________________

Contact Name: _______________________________________________________________

Phone: _______________________________Email: _________________________________ 

Do you require POWER:    YES [image: ]	         NO [image: ]    



CLEAN UP: Vendors are responsible for their booth area during and after the event. 



Signature:___________________________________________________ Date:____________
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Day/Date Time Type Location Notes

Saturday, January 6, 2024 9:00 AM General Membership Mtg. Clifton Park Organizational/Morning Meeting

Saturday, February 3, 2024 8:00 AM Commissioner Training Averill Park Snowdate - Sunday, February 4, 2024

Thursday, February 8, 2024 7:00 PM General Membership Mtg. Clifton Park

Thursday, February 29, 2024 8:00 AM

Friday, March 1, 2024 8:00 AM

Saturday, March 2, 2024 8:00 AM Commissioner Training

Halfmoon-Waterford 

Fire District #1

Snowdate - Sunday, March 3, 2024

Thursday, March 7, 2024 7:00 PM General Membership Mtg. Clifton Park

Saturday, March 9, 2024 6:00 PM Officer Installation Century House

Saturday, March 23, 2024 8:00 AM Commissioner Training Berkshire FD Snowdate - Sunday, March 24, 2024

Saturday, April 6, 2024 8:00 AM Commissioner Training Warrensburg FD Snowdate - Sunday, April 7, 2024

Thursday, April 11, 2024 7:00 PM Board of Directors Meeting Clifton Park

Thursday, April 25 - Saturday 

April 27, 2024

TBD CAFDA Conference

Fort William Henry 

Conference Center

Lake George

Thursday, May 9, 2024 7:00 PM General Membership Mtg. Clifton Park

Thursday, June 6, 2024 7:00 PM Board of Directors Meeting Clifton Park

JULY

Friday, August 9, 2024 1:00 PM Membership Activity

Saratoga Race 

Course

NYRA Day at the Races! 

AUGUST

Thursday, September 12, 2024 7:00 PM General Membership Mtg. Clifton Park

Thursday, October 10, 2024 7:00 PM General Membership Mtg. Clifton Park Officers/Director Nominations

Saturday, November 2, 2024 8:00 AM Fall Workshop Verdoy

Thursday, November 7, 2024 7:00 PM General Membership Mtg. Clifton Park Officer/Director Elections

DECEMBER

Saturday, January 4, 2025 9:00 AM General Membership Mtg. Clifton Park Organizational/Morning Meeting

2025

NO MEETING

Capital Area Meetings/Seminars/Trainings/Conference Dates 

(Subject to Change &

 

Updated 11/6/2023)

NO MEETING

Financial Training for Fire 

District Officials

Halfmoon-Waterford 

Fire District #1

NO MEETING

2024
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MAYNARD FIRE DEPARTMENT
MAYNARD DRIVE
MARCY, NY
MAY 4-5
PRE REGISTRATION REQUIRED FOR LUNCHES

The classes are:

1. Teaching Scenario Based Haz Mat - 7 hrs

2. Teaching Flammable Gases - Propane & Methane -
3 hrs - morning session

3. Teaching Ammonia - 3 hrs - afternoon session
Students will then rotate to the other program(s) on
the second day so that all students have the
opportunity to participate in all 3 courses

All classes are designed to be "Train-the-Trainer"
courses but we welcome and encourage attendance
for any person who may encounter hazardous
materials in the course of their assigned role(s) - Fire,
EMS, law enforcement, industry including agriculture,
haz mat clean up companies, Emergency

Management, etc. G
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2024 EVOC Train the Trainer Courses
Now Scheduled!

2024 Dates: Topics include:

These times are all Eastem Standard Time Risk Management

Intersection Safety

January 8th:
3:00pm FIRE  7:00pm EMS
April 8th: Discussion regarding the hazards and
3:00pm EMS  7:00pm FIRE challenges of vehicle operations.
July 15th:

Response Driving

Defensive Driving

We also prepare the instructor candidate

3:00pm FIRE  7:00pm EMS in teaching how to perform a complete

October 7th: maintenance inspection and having
students perform safe driving skills

3:00pm EMS  7:00pm FIRE practice.

For questions about this course or other
Risk Management offerings:
Call: 1 800 822 3747 ext. 176
Email: RiskManagement@mcneilandcompal

SCAN ME
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2024 SEMINAR SERIES

"Searching -
The Offensive and Defensive”
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Mltchell Associates

Architects

Wendel's award winning public safety design team
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C.T. Male Assoclates

Engineering, Surveying, Architecture, Landscape Architecture & Geology, D.P.C.

Single Source Responsibility

for all your
Essential Facility Design Services

ARE WwWW.CTmale.com

SIIE 50 Century Hill Drive, Latham, NY 12110 518.786.7400
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Service Award Programs (LOSAP)

Anthony Hill ahill@fireflyadmin.com
President (518) 687-1400 (office)

www.fireflyadmin.com (518) 937-6174 (cell)





image29.png
<VFIS




image30.png




image31.svg
     


image2.png




image32.png
1 0

YR Ve,




image33.wmf

image34.jpeg
THE LOSAP GROUP

RBC Wealth Management

RBC

®

A division of RBC Capital Markets, LLC,
Member NYSE/FINRA/SIPC.
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